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Love Never Fails
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Reverend Yongchoel Woo
Two weeks ago, while I was driving, I felt a slight but sharp pain in the left part of my belly.
Over the next week, the pain slowly extended to the left part of the abdomen and then to the left
flank and the back. At first, I thought something wrong had happened to the intestine because I
also felt bloated. But last Monday, I realized the pain I felt was belly muscle pain and discovered
some tiny water blisters around the left side of my body. I wondered whether the pain and water
blisters might be related to each other, and became worried that something serious was
happening to me. The next day, I went to an urgent care center in Grayling to see a doctor. On
hearing about my symptoms and looking at some of the blisters on me, (slide 1) the doctor said I
had Shingles. (Oh, my goodness!) He explained to me that I had shingles because the chickenpox
virus I had as a child was reactivated because my immune system had become weakened. and I
needed to rest and exercise to improve my immunity. The only thing I can do is to endure the
pain until the shingles go away.
When I told my wife that I had shingles, her response was unexpected. Sun was pleased to hear
that I had contracted shingles. She said I should thank God because this uncomfortable and
painful experience had forced me to pay more attention to my health. Yes, she was right. We
should work at maintaining our bodies, not only for our health but also for spiritual reasons. God
made our bodies as a holy place in which His Spirit dwells and works through us.
Through my unpleasant experience, I had a chance to think about how important it is to keep our
immune systems healthy and strong. (slide 2) And I came to realize that it would be very helpful
to apply this to our understanding to the body of Christ, His church. We can't be too careful in
emphasizing the importance of having spiritual immunity for our church. Just as a virus threatens
our body as our immune system gets weakened, so the church may suffer from issues and
troubles, which can be reactivated from inside and outside the church when our spiritual
immunity becomes weakened.
As we examine what Paul said to the Corinthian Christians this morning, (slide 3) I would like
all of us to rethink the importance of our spiritual immunity, as it relates to love.
First, let's consider the context of today’s scripture. In 1 Corinthians chapters 12 and 14, Paul
talked about many kinds of spiritual gifts. In chapter 12, he described how every Corinthian
Christian had gifts like wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous power, prophecy,
distinguishing between spirits, tongues, and interpretation of tongues. (1Corinthians 12:7-10) He
made sure all different kinds of spiritual gifts were given to them by the Holy Spirit for the
common good of the church.
In chapter 14, he taught the Corinthians Christians about what they should consider as they spoke
in tongues. He advised them to use this spiritual gift in a fitting and orderly way. (1Cor. 14:40)
(slide 4) Why did Paul emphasize the importance of love in chapter 13 as he was talking about
spiritual gifts? It was because Paul wanted the Corinthian Christians to realize that their love
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should be an integral part of their spiritual gifts. It was deplorable to Paul that the Corinthian
church was full of Christians who were blessed with many spiritual gifts but who continuously
struggled with internal conflicts and troubles which prevented them from unleashing their
spiritual potential and grow in their faith. He knew that unless the church combined love with
their spiritual gifts, they would encounter serious problems and become obstacles to effective
evangelism to the people in Corinth.
(slide 5) The Corinthian church was a growing church full of Christians blessed with many kinds
of spiritual gifts and many kinds of dynamic and effective ministries. However, the church had
many serious internal issues regarding spiritual gifts. For example, some people who had the
spiritual gift of speaking in tongues, bragged about their spiritual gifts and had their own
followers. Several groups were forming according to their diverse spiritual gifts, raising their
voices and claiming their superiority. Consequently, the church was messed up and some
ministerial intervention had to be taken by Paul to correct the growing problems.
At that time, Paul sent a letter that diagnosed what was wrong with their personal faith, their
community, and their shared ministries, and prescribed what they needed most for their
recovery.(slide 6)
"If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding
gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do
not have love, I gain nothing."(1 Cor. 13 :1-3)
Above all, Paul insisted that unless love was at the center of their church ministries their
ministries would be useless, and warned them that the church might be in severe and even
dangerous trouble if spiritual gifts and love did not go hand in hand. Paul wanted the Corinthian
church to realize that the gift of love should be the foundation of many other spiritual gifts.
I think that Paul’s message has always resonated with all Christians, even in the 21st century. We
should have a clear understanding of how important love is to our faith, relationships, and
ministries.
(slide 7) How about comparing love to our spiritual immunity? If we Christians strongly embed
love in our relationships with others and our church ministries, the church will be healthy, grow
well, and do a good job in our ministries for the world. Conversely, if we lack love in our
relationships and ministries, the church can be undermined by any threats and get in trouble.
Love is the essential immunity in our faith and ministries.
(slide 8) In this regard, we need to examine how our spiritual immunity of love is doing on an
individual and communal level. Otherwise, we may experience and suffer from unexpected
conflicts in our relationships and ministries, which can be painful to endure.
Recently, we are getting through an unprecedented pandemic. Individually, we all have to get
through our mental, physical, relational, and financial problems. Communally, our church has
difficulties in gathering together for worship and engaging in our diverse ministries. The
pandemic is very threatening.
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However, we need to remember that we will be okay if we are connected to one another and
share our love with each other. (slide 9) If we have enough spiritual immunity of love, we can
overcome the many issues that the pandemic had brought to our faith community. We should
know that lack of love will be the most challenging situation we have to overcome. We need to
intentionally focus on improving and strengthening our spiritual immunity of love.
Now, (slide 10) how can we improve and strengthen our spiritual immunity of love in our faith,
relationships, and ministries?
We all have heard thousands of times regarding our love, how important it is that we live our life
of love, and how we can embody love in our lives. However, in reality, we have also experienced
many failures in acting out our love. What is the possible reason for that?
Last Monday, a technician came to the parsonage to repair the furnace. The problem was that the
furnace was not responding to the commands from the thermostat. He tried unsuccessfully to do
several things to fix that issue. He concluded there was a problem with a controller, which should
function to the furnace by the commands from the thermostat. The next day, he brought a new
controller to replace the broken one. The furnace immediately began to work perfectly.
If we have difficulties acting out our love, we need to check whether our spiritual controller is
working well. We continuously listen to the commands of love from the Lord. He asks us to live
a life of love, which He modeled for us through His own life. He showed us what His love was
like. His love was self-sacrificial, forgiving, enduring, and embracing. He wants us to manifest
the same love He showed us, to those around us and experience how our love can transform the
world. We are called to do that.
However, we have difficulties executing His commands of love in our lives. Why is that?(slide
11) Is it because something is wrong with our spiritual controller?
As we receive the commands from our Lord to love, our own controller immediately goes to
work. We unconsciously interpret those commands from our viewpoints, tastes, standards, or
preferences of love. We may love others selectively and conditionally but brainwash ourselves
that we can't love others as the Lord has required us to do. Or we may ignore what our Lord
commanded us to do regarding love, justifying to ourselves that we can’t do that. Though it is
not visible, our own controllers seem to work within us and prevent us from exercising our love
in our lives.
If we find that is true for us, we need to replace our own controller with the Holy Spirit’s
controller. (slide 12) We can't execute the commands of love on our own. The controller that
works by our wills, thoughts, decisions, desires, and need for self-satisfaction fails to control us
to live a life of love. However, the Holy Spirit can work through us and control our wills,
thoughts, desires, and behaviors to experience our life of love to the fullest.
(slide 13) If we can acknowledge that we have experienced many failures in acting out love in
our lives, then we need to replace our own controller with the Holy Spirit. This understanding of
love may sound vague or unrealistic to some of us. Regardless, please realize that our love
should be generated by and acted out with the help of the Holy Spirit.
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As the Holy Spirit works through us, touches our hearts and minds, and controls our behaviors,
our love will make beautiful things happen in our faith, relationships, and ministries.
Love never fails.
Asking the Holy Spirit to work through us, let's make our deeply and firmly embedded spiritual
immunity of love healthy in our faith, relationships, and ministries so that nothing else matters
to us.
I pray that, during this week, each of us deeply meditates on our love and experiences beautiful
things happening in our lives with the help of the Holy Spirit.
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